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January 30, 2012 
 
TO: Local Agency Formation Commission 
 
FROM: Keene Simonds, Executive Officer  
 Brendon Freeman, Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: Sustainable Communities Strategy for Bay Area Region 

The Commission will receive a report on the progress of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission in developing a 25-year transportation/land use 
plan for the Bay Area as required under Senate Bill 375.  The report is being 
presented to the Commission for information only.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Senate Bill (SB) 375 was chaptered in 2008 and requires metropolitan planning 
organizations (MPOs) in California to add a new element of their regional transportation 
plans (RTPs) aimed at establishing a blueprint plan for their respective regions 
coordinating transportation and land use activities.  These coordinating blueprints are 
referred to as “sustainable communities strategies” or SCS and are explicitly tied to a 
statewide effort to incrementally reduce greenhouse gas emissions based on targets 
established by regional air quality district boards; an initiative engendered two years earlier 
by Assembly Bill (AB) 32.  SCS’ underlying objective is to incentivize guide smart growth 
practices by providing compliant agency projects with additional transportation funding as 
well as abbreviated review under the California Environmental Quality Act.  Notably, 
MPOs are directed under SB 375 to consider municipal service reviews prepared by the 
respective Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCOs) in preparing RTPs. 
 
A.  Discussion 
 
The Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) is the MPO for the nine county San 
Francisco Bay Area and has recently initiated work on the region’s first SCS.  MTC is 
partnering with the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) in preparing a 25-year 
RTP with an adoption goal of Spring 2013.  The majority of work to date on drafting an 
SCS has been focused on modeling and refining various transportation/land use scenarios 
based on adopted definitions and performance targets by a joint planning subcommittee.  
To date, MTC has developed five alternative planning scenarios that contrast in the 
interaction between land use policy and transportation investments in achieving 10 specific 
performance targets relating to the economy, environment, and social equity.  None of the 
five alternative planning scenarios under current review represent the baseline; a distinction 
reflecting the mandate for changes in land use and transportation planning tied to SB 375.  
A summary of the five alternative planning scenarios follows. 
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MTC’s Five Alternative Planning Scenarios Under Consideration 
 

1) Initial Vision Scenario 
This scenario was the first of five developed by MTC and assumes 
unconstrained/baseline growth patterns, strong employment, and available funding 
to support affordable housing and neighborhood development.  This scenario 
projects approximately 1.5 million new jobs and one million new households by 
2035 in the Bay Area. 
2) Core Concentration Scenario 
This scenario is similar to Initial Vision with the exception of concentrating 
development patterns along existing and planned transit corridors.  Specific focus is 
to channel new growth into urban and inner-suburban areas with the same 
assumption of 1.5 million new jobs and one million new households by 2035 in the 
Bay Area. 
3) Focused Growth Scenario 
This scenario emphasizes the distribution of new housing and jobs within priority 
development areas or PDAs along major regional transit corridors.  This scenario 
assumes approximately one million new jobs and 770,000 new households by 2035 
in the Bay Area. 
4) Constrained Core Concentration Scenario 
This scenario is similar to Focused Growth with the exception of further 
concentrating new job and housing growth within selected PDAs along transit 
corridors.  This scenario assumes approximately one million new jobs and 770,000 
new households by 2035 in the Bay Area. 
5) Outward Growth Scenario 
This scenario allows for greater proportional job and housing growth to occur in the 
inland areas although within existing and planned transit corridors.  This scenario 
assumes approximately one million new jobs and 770,000 new households by 2035 
in the Bay Area. 

 
MTC is currently in the process of conducting public workshops in each of the nine Bay 
Area counties to solicit comments on land use and transportation preferences for purposes 
of informing the selection of a preferred alternative planning scenario.  MTC tentatively 
anticipates adopting a preferred alternative planning scenario by June 2012, which will be 
followed by preparing a full planning document and accompanying environmental 
analysis.  MTC is required to complete the RTP process by June 2013. 
 
LAFCO of Napa County (“Commission”) staff attended a regional advisory working 
group meeting on December 16, 2011 in the City of Oakland as well as a public workshop 
on January 19, 2012 in the City of Napa.  The workshop was well attended with 
approximately 120 participants with representatives from MTC and ABAG facilitating 
various breakout sessions.  The workshop and its breakout sessions, unfortunately, were 
continually interrupted by an advocacy group identified as the Post Sustainability Institute; 
a group whose members recurrently challenged facilitators and other participants in 
asserting the SCS effort was part of a United Nations campaign to limit individual rights.  
Reports from the other regional workshops indicate similar outcomes with respect to 
coordinated co-opting efforts by the Post Sustainability Institute. 
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Staff will continue to monitor the RTP process and, if and when appropriate, provide 
additional updates to the Commission.  Staff does not anticipate any of the five alternative 
planning scenarios currently under consideration having a significant local impact given 
all – albeit to different degrees – focus on directing new growth in the Bay Area towards 
regional transit corridors; none of which are located in Napa County.  Further, and in 
consultation with the other Bay Area LAFCO staffs, it does not appear MTC/ABAG are 
actively seeking input from LAFCOs at this time.  Staff does anticipate more formal 
interactions with LAFCOs in the near future as MTC narrows its focus on a preferred 
alternative planning scenario given the legislative directive that the SCS incorporate 
analysis included in the municipal service reviews. 
 
B.  Commission Review  
 
This item has been agendized as part of the consent calendar for information only.  
Accordingly, if interested, the Commission is invited to pull this item for additional 
discussion with the concurrence of the Chair.  
 
 
Attachment
 

: 

1) Regional Advisory Working Group Packet, December 16, 2011 
2) Fact Sheet on SB 375 




















































